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December 5 , 1944 ITage and Hour and Public Cont rac ts D iv i s ions 
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\ * y4yiM^^^ 
L. Metcalfe ''.Yalling, Adminis t ra to r of t h e V.a^^y^fnd Hour and Publ ic Cont rac t s 

D i v i s i o n s , annoimced today t h a t on the b a s i s of -ifehe evidence submitted a t t h e Pub 
l i e H e a r i n g held on August 9 and September 1 2 , / l 9 4 4 , on t h e recommendations of 
Specia l I n d u s t r y Conpiiittee No. 3 for Puerto Rico , he i.-ill approve the minimum 
wage r a t e s f o r t h e Leaf Tobacco and Sugar Manufacturing I n d u s t r i e s . 

The wage order incorpQ,rat ing t h e new hour ly minimum of 27 cen ts for t h e Leaf 
Tobacco I n d u s t r y in Puer to fti^o w i l l become e f f e c t i v e on Apr i l 1, 1945; and -bhe 
wage order i nco rpo ra t ing t h e n©?̂  hour ly minimum of 35 cen t s for the Sugar L-knu-
f a c t u r i n g I n d u s t r y in Puerto Ric'b'swill become e f f e c t i v e on January 15 , 1945. 
Present minima under t h e Fa i r Labor\Standards Act a r e 20 cen ts and 30 cen t s for 
the r e s p e c t i v e i n d u s t r i e s . 

The e f f e c t i v e d a t e s for t h e Leaf TobS^o and Sugar manufacturing I n d u s t r i e s 
a re being announced a t t h i s time because of 1si;ie seasonal problems in t h e s e two 
i n d u s t r i e s , Mr. ' 'Tailing s t a t e d t h a t ovrihg t o an unusua l ly l a t e tobacco crop t h i s 
yea r , i t appears t h a t stemming p l a n t s v ; i l l not b e \ i b l e to complete t h e bu lk of 
t h e i r p rocess ing o p e r a t i o n s as e a r l y as u s u a l , and i s . order t o a l low t h e Leaf 
Tobacco Indus t ry -fco l i q u i d a t e i t s old c o n t r a c t s which w ^ e nego t i a t ed a t t he 
p resen t minimum, A p r i l 1, 1945 has been se leo ted as the i?lH§t a p p r o p r i a t e d iv id ing 
l i n e between o p e r a t i o n s on the old and new c r o p s . January Js5, 1945, t h e d a t e on 
vhich t h e wage order f o r the Sugar Manufacturing Indus t ry w i l r \ g o in to e f f e c t , 
o l o s e l y corresponds wi th t h e s t a r t of g r i n d i n g ope ra t ions on the-'-.jH-esent sugar 
c rop . N ^ 
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